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System Type (check one)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Small Urban (5307)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Rural (Section 5311)
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CARES Act Operating Funds (CA)
Program Overview and Application
North Carolina Department of Transportation

Integrated Mobility Division
April 23, 2020
Introduction 


On Friday, March 27, 2020, President Trump signed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act into law. The CARES Act provides emergency assistance and health care response for individuals, families and businesses affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and provides emergency appropriations to support Executive Branch agency operations during the COVID-19 pandemic.
CARES Act (CA) grants are available to rural and small urban public transportation systems to continue providing services and assist with operating expenses for items including staff, supplies, and other related operating expenses.  To qualify for CA funds, the applicant must be the Designated Recipient of Section 5311 or Section 5307 funding.  
Eligible Applicants and Reimbursement
All counties receiving Section 5311 and/or Section 5307 funds are eligible to apply for CARES Act funding.  Section 5311 eligible applicants are designated in each county by the County Commissioners as stated in their “5311 Designee Certification” form, signed by the Chairman of the County Commissioners of each county.  This designation is a 5-year designation and is currently in place for the period of 2018 through 2022.
The CA grant will reimburse systems for 100% of the net operating expenses.  Net operating expenses are those expenses remaining after the provider subtracts operating revenues from eligible operating expenses. Operating revenues must include farebox revenues. Farebox revenues include fares paid by riders who are later reimbursed by a human service agency or other user-side subsidy arrangement. Farebox revenues do not include payments made directly to the transit system by human service agencies to purchase service. However, purchase of transit passes or other fare media for clients would be considered farebox revenue. A voluntary or mandatory fee that a college, university, or similar institution imposes on all its students for free or discounted transit service is not farebox revenue. Farebox revenue must be used to reduce total operating expenses (treated as revenue).
Net Operating Expenses = Total Eligible Operating Expenses – Fare Revenues
 Note: Income from contracts to provide human service transportation may be used either to reduce the net project cost (treated as revenue) or to provide local match for operating assistance. In either case, the cost of providing the contract service must be included in the total project cost. 

Reimbursement will be made in one of two line items on the reimbursement Operating budget form:
M349 - Emergency Relief Operating

M350 - Non Fixed Rate ADA Paratransit

Eligible Activities 
· All operating expenses (after subtracting fare revenues) are eligible under Section 5307 and Section 5311 for all recipients in large urban, small urban, and rural areas that are incurred on or after January 20, 2020, including the following:

· Provision of transit service, including but not limited to:
· Driver and other operations worker salaries
· Fuel
· Supplies (including personal protective equipment and cleaning supplies)
· Administrative leave for operations employees (including employees performing maintenance): Administrative leave is an administratively authorized absence from duty without loss of pay or reduction in an employee’s available leave.  In the context of the COVID-19 public health emergency, administrative leave could include, but is not limited to, leave for an employee who is not required to work due to a reduction in service or leave for a worker who is quarantined after potential exposure to an individual infected with COVID-19. 
· Existing operations and maintenance service contracts, whether previously funded by federal or non-federal funds. Contracts that were funded with non-federal funds and that did not follow federal procurement requirements would need to submit a request for a waiver to the Emergency Relief docket and the waiver would need to be approved by FTA.

Period of Performance

IMPORTANT:  This application for Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security funds covers a 2-year period, with the period of performance from January 20, 2020 to June 20, 2022.  
Program Monitoring and Oversight

The Mobility Development Specialists from the N.C. Department of Transportation will provide technical assistance, approve reimbursement claims, monitor the implementation of the project, make on-site visits to monitor compliance with federal regulations and evaluate project performance.  The list of Mobility Development Specialist assignments is at the end of this application booklet.
                                                                                                                 Applying for Funds

Application Introduction

The CARES Act Grant application budgets can be found in the Enterprise Business Services (EBS) portal on the NCDOT website at https://www.ebs.nc.gov.  The Operating budget templates are named: 
	
	Program ID
	Description

	5311 Application:
	
	

	
	P2020_5311_CARES_OPER
	FY20 CARES Operating

	5307 Application:
	
	

	
	P2020_5307_CARES_OPER
	FY20 5307 SUBS_CARES OPERATING


NOTE: 

Applicants who have submitted a complete FY 2020 application package for 5311 Administrative/ Operating or 5307 funding are only required to submit the following supporting documents below.  The checkboxes to the left of the documents are the “application checklist”, please check off each document completed for submission.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Application (this document)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Proof of currently active DUNS 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signed FY20 Certifications and Assurances

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signed FY20 Authorizing Resolution (from either 5311 or 5307 application)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online Budget

The CARES Act Grant application must be submitted through EBS no later than May 8, 2020.  The documents identified above must be attached to the application in EBS.
Timetable
Application Timeline
	DATES
	TASK/EVENT

	April 23, 2020
	· Grant Application Package Distributed

	April 23 - May 8, 2020
	· MDS' Available to Assist Grantees 

	May 8, 2020 
	· Grant Application Due to NCDOT

	May 8, 2020
	· Grant Application Review Process Begins

	TBD
	· FTA grant review and award for federal funding

	TBD after FTA Review
	· Effective date of two-year grant agreement











Submitting Claims
                                                                                        
Claims for CARES funds must be accompanied by documentation supporting expenses being reported.

General: 

If you want a waiver for things like procurement requirements or charter rules please make sure to put something in the Emergency Relief Docket, the docket item will need to be referenced for those expenses
· The Emergency Relief Docket (FTA-2020-0001 at www.regulations.gov) is open and available for requests for relief from FTA statutory and administrative requirements of Section 5307 and 5311 funding. The Emergency Relief Docket allows grantees to request a waiver from FTA requirements during or after an emergency. Grant recipients should discuss the need for a waiver with the FTA regional office prior to submitting a request to the docket. Any requests or approvals from FTA requirements should be referenced in the grant application.

· There is no limit on the amount of CARES Act funds that may be used for operating, capital, or planning expenses. 

· There is no limit on the amount of CARES Act funds that may be used for paratransit service. 

· Lost revenue is an eligible expense under the CARES Act.  To implement this provision, FTA will reimburse any eligible expenses that occurred on or after January 20, 2020, including eligible expenses that would have otherwise been paid for by the lost revenue.  This includes all of the expenses normally eligible under Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307) or the Formula Grants for Rural Areas Program (Section 5311) that occurred on or after January 20, 2020, at a 100% Federal share.  It also includes reimbursing for any net operating expenses (after subtracting farebox revenues), for all Urbanized Area or Rural recipients.  
· All operating expenses (after subtracting fare revenues) are eligible under Section 5307 and Section 5311 for all recipients in large urban, small urban, and rural areas that are incurred on or after January 20, 2020, including the following:

· Provision of transit service, including but not limited to:

· Driver and other operations worker salaries

· Fuel

· Supplies (including personal protective equipment and cleaning supplies)

· Administrative leave for operations employees (including employees performing maintenance): Administrative leave is an administratively authorized absence from duty without loss of pay or reduction in an employee’s available leave.  In the context of the COVID-19 public health emergency, administrative leave could include, but is not limited to, leave for an employee who is not required to work due to a reduction in service or leave for a worker who is quarantined after potential exposure to an individual infected with COVID-19. 

· Existing operations and maintenance service contracts, whether previously funded by federal or non-federal funds. Contracts that were funded with non-federal funds and that did not follow federal procurement requirements would need to submit a request for a waiver to the Emergency Relief docket and the waiver would need to be approved by FTA.

Please provide a summary using the CARES Act Claim Summary Sheet or something similar.   A   Claim Summary Sheet for your use is provided in this application.

Mobility Development Specialist List
	JOHN VINE-HODGE (Interim)
919-707-2607

javinehodge@ncdot.gov
Urban
	PAMELA DIGIOVANNI

919-707-4680

pmdigiovanni@ncdot.gov
Urban
	ANTHONY “TONY” SUMTER
Small Urban
919-707-4689
javinehodge@ncdot.gov

	MATT WATTERSON

919-707-4682

mjwatterson@ncdot.gov Small Urban

	BUNCOMBE

HAYWOOD (MT PROJECTS)

WESTERN CAROLINA Henderson(WCCA)

Asheville

WPRTA (Alexander, Burke,Caldwell,Catawba)

DURHAM 

JOHNSTON 

ORANGE

WAKE

Chapel Hill

Go Cary

Go Durham

Go Raleigh

Go Triangle

BRUNSWICK / Myrtle Beach MPO

NEW HANOVER / WAVE


	IREDELL

MECKLENBURG

UNION

Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS)

DAVIDSON

GUILFORD

FORSYTH / Winston-Salem

Greensboro

High Point (sm)

Piedmont Authority (PART)

CUMBERLAND

HOKE

Fayetteville

ROWAN

Concord

Salisbury

CABARRUS


	CARTS smpo (Craven,Jones,Pamlico)

ONSLOW

PITT

Greenville smpo

Jacksonville smpo

LEE

MOORE

RCATS (Montgomery, Randolph)

ARHS (Camden,Chowan, Currituck,Pasquotank, Perquimans)

CPTA (Bertie,Halifax, Hertford, Northampton)

KARTS (Vance, Warren, Franklin, Granville)

WILSON City / County


	YVEDDI (Davie,Stokes, Surry, Yadkin)

 APPALCART (Watauga)

CLEVELAND

GASTON smpo

LINCOLN

Gastonia

TAR RIVER TRANSIT smpo (Edgecombe, Nash)

WAYNE  smpo 


ALAMANCE

CHATHAM

Burlington smpo 



	
	
	
	

	ALEXIUS FARRIS 

919-707-4698

aafarris@ncdot.gov
Rural
	KENETTA MCCLEAN
919-707-4673

kmmclean@ncdot.gov 

Rural 
	BERNARD CLARK

919-707-4678

bbclark2@ncdot.gov   

Rural

	KEVIN EDWARDS

919-707-4695

kbedwards2@ncdot.gov 
Rural

	AVERY

MADISON

MITCHELL

YANCEY

HARNETT

PENDER

SAMPSON

DARE

HYDE

TYRRELL


	MCDOWELL

POLK

RUTHERFORD

BLADEN

COLUMBUS

ROBESON (SEATS)

CARTERET 

DUPLIN

GREENE

LENOIR


	CHEROKEE

GRAHAM

SWAIN

ALLEGHANY

ASHE

WILKES (WTA)

BEAUFORT

GATES

MARTIN

WASHINGTON


	CLAY

JACKSON

MACON

TRANSYLVANIA

CASWELL

PERSON

ROCKINGHAM

RICHMOND

SCOTLAND

STANLY

ANSON




ARHS - ALBEMARLE REGIONAL HEALTH SERVICES dba ICPTA – INTER-COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
CARTS – CRAVEN AREA RURAL TRANSIT SYSTEM

CATS – CHARLOTTE AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM

CFPTA – CAPE FEAR PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (WAVE TRANSIT)

CPTA – CHOANOKE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

FAST – FAYETTEVILLE AREA SYSTEM OF TRANSIT

GATEWAY or GWTA – GOLDSBORO-WAYNE TRANSIT AUTHORITY

KARTS - KERR AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

PART – PIEDMONT AUTHORITY FOR REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION

RCATS – REGIONAL COORDINATED AREA TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM (RANDOLPH)

SEATS – SOUTH EAST AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM (ROBESON)

TRT – TAR RIVER TRANSIT

WCCA – WESTERN CAROLINA COMMUNITY ACTION

WPRTA – WESTERN PIEDMONT REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY

WTA – WILKES TRANSIT AUTHORITY

YVEDDI – YADKIN VALLEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, INC.
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